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	Admissions:
Measurement of Church Attendance - 2021-22 Admission Arrangements.

	
FAO Ex-officio Governors:

During lockdown it became evident that the temporary closure of Churches would impact on the process followed for verifying Church attendance in admission applications.  

Fifty Church schools and academies applied to vary their 2021-22 admission arrangements, requesting that the paragraph (below in red) be added to their admission arrangements and Supplementary Information Forms (SIFs), in order to clarify how church attendance must be measured, for the period when churches were closed.  These variation requests have now been approved by the OSA and ESFA.

So, if you are asked to verify church attendance as part of an admission application please be aware you may receive a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which includes the additional paragraph below, setting out how you must measure attendance, whilst your church was closed.

Measurement of Attendance
“In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church or, in relation to those of other faiths, relevant place of worship, has been closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these [admissions] arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the church, or in relation to those of other faiths, relevant place of worship, or alternative premises have been available for public worship”


	Admissions Training – Tuesday 19th January 2021 (4-6pm)

	
Admissions Appeals: Preparing the School’s Case
Tuesday 19th January 2021 – 4-6pm  (£20)

This training will now take place on Zoom

Suitable for Presenting Ofﬁcers at church schools and academies.

The admissions appeals process requires presenting officers (usually headteachers) to prepare a report setting out the school or academy’s case and reasons for being unable to admit a pupil. This session will be exploring what information church schools and academies need to include in their reports, so that independent appeals panels can make informed and fair decisions.

To book places please contact ahorne@southwell.anglican.org 



	Admissions Arrangements 2021-22

	

· 2021-22 Admissions:
Check your determined arrangements for 2021-22 are on the school or academy website.

· For September 2021 admissions - plan in dates for governors to consider applications and carry out ranking in accordance with the timelines of Nottinghamshire County Council’s coordinated admissions scheme http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/key-dates



	Admissions Arrangements 2022-23

	
Determining Admissions Arrangements for 2022-23 
All admissions authorities must determine their arrangements by 28th February 2021, so please have regard to this date and the processes to go through if changes are being made, so that you can meet the required timetable.   

We would ask that you send your proposed arrangements to both the Diocese alison.jacobson@southwell.anglican.org and LA Admissions team well in advance of this date, as it may be necessary for some changes/additions to be made, to ensure that your arrangements are compliant with the Admissions Code.

Once admissions authorities have determined their admissions arrangements they must publish a copy of the arrangements on their websites, displaying the policy for the whole offer year (the school year in which offers for places are made)

The deadline for all Admissions Authorities to send a copy of their determined admissions arrangements to the local authority is 15th March 2021


	Admission Appeals:
Recruitment of Diocesan Appeals Panel Members

	
FAO Chairs of Governors:  (please share with your governors)

As usual Mr Tom Redgate, a solicitor from Rotheras will be overseeing the admissions appeals process for a number of voluntary aided schools and academies this year.  An ongoing concern is the diminishing number of panel members who are available to help with appeals, and I am writing to ask if you could draw this matter to the attention of your governors, to ask if any of them might be willing to offer their services in this respect?    

The task involves listening to the case presented by parents, and that presented by the school, in the event that admission has been refused to one of our church schools or academies.  The panel is chaired by a more experienced member, and Tom Redgate would be present as Clerk to provide legal advice.    Also, of course, travelling expenses will be met.

This is very clearly a valuable and necessary service, and although legal experience is not necessary, it does require people who have availability, a keen sense of fair play and a willingness to undertake some initial training.  Anyone who is interested in offering their services can contact me at alison.jacobson@southwell.anglican.org or 01636 817230.
Thank you


	Governance:
Who is eligible to serve as a diocesan governor?

	
Thank you for everything you do in relation to recruiting diocesan governors. Strong governance at our Church schools and academies is key to ensuring young people get the chance to experience ‘life in all its fullness’.

Just a reminder as we head into 2021 that when recruiting diocesan governors, as well as giving consideration to applicants who worship at Church of England churches, you can also consider applicants who worship at other Christian denominations, for example a Baptist, Methodist, or United Reform churches, or any other church which is a member of the ecumenical organisation Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI)  https://ctbi.org.uk/member-churches/schools-information/


	Appointment process for diocesan governors?
(VC & VA schools and Church Academies)

	



                                                                                    

Appointment Process for Church Governors:
The DfE requires all appointing bodies to demonstrate that they have acted to appoint diocesan governors (DBE, PCC etc) with relevant skills. Therefore all new or reappointed diocesan governors must complete a diocesan application and eligibility form, along with input from the Chair of Governors (about current skills required by the Governing Body) and the Ex-officio Governor.
  
There are 3 different application forms for Maintained Schools, Single Academy Trusts and Church School led Academy Trusts, and the Diocesan MAT which can all be found on the Diocesan website https://tinyurl.com/yyr8gzla.   Chairs of Governors and Ex-officio governors please be aware that the Diocesan Board of Education only meets roughly every 2 months to approve their governor appointments or nominations. Dates for 2021 are:-

3 FEB 2021
24 MARCH 2021
19 MAY 2021
14 JULY 2021
13 0CTOBER 2021
15 DECEMBER 2021
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Diocesan Governor Appointments. Flow chart. June 2020.pub
Diocesan
Governor
Appointments
Applicant(s)
Chair of Governors
MAT Governance Officers
Clerk to the LGB/GB
Ex-officio Governors
Diocesan Governance
Officer (D.G.O)
1. Notify DGO of any new     applicants or existing Diocesan    governors wishing to be        reappointed.
3. Complete the Diocesan      application and eligibility      paperwork.

4. Send application paperwork (electronically) to chair of        governors.
2. Send Diocesan application
paperwork to applicant.

7. Progress DBE/Ex-officio      appointment or note PCC                 appointment on DBE papers

8. Inform Governor Services, headteachers, C of G, ex-officio governor of appointment.
9. Send out appointment letter

5. Complete PART B of the       application paperwork .  Ask ex-officio governor to indicate their support by signing the paperwork.
6. DBE or Ex-OFFICIO nomination—Send paperwork to DGO.
PCC nomination—send paperwork to PCC, ask them to send paperwork onto DGO, once they have made their decision.
2. Diocesan Governor Appointment Process applies to:- 
	All Maintained Church Schools (VA & VC)
	Church Academies in MITRE MAT
	Hucknall National C of E Academy
	Leverton C of E Academy
	Queen Elizabeth Academy
Church appointing bodies are the Diocesan Board of Education (DBE), Parochial Church Councils (PCC), the Archdeacons of Nottm and     Newark (ex-officio governors)
Contact Details for the Diocesan Governance Officer:   alison.jacobson@southwell.anglican.org or tel:  01636 817230
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SNMAT Gov appointment. Flow chart. May 2019.pub
Parent 
Governors
Staff 
Governors
All other
Governors
Applicant(s)
Chair of Governors
Business
Manager (BM)
Governance
Officer (G.O)
2. Complete SNMAT nomination and  eligibility paperwork.
Notify G.O of any new 
applicants or existing governors
wishing to  be reappointed.
 4. Circulate application paperwork around SNMAT Directors 
(for information only)

5. Update GovernorHub.
6. Inform Governor Services.
7. Send out appointment letter.

1. Organise staff election using SNMAT staff governor election pack (available in GovernorHub)

3. Send paperwork of successful applicant(s) to G.O.
2. Complete SNMAT nomination and eligibility paperwork.
4. Circulate application paperwork around SNMAT Directors 
(for information only)

5. Update GovernorHub
6. Inform Governor Services
7. Send out appointment letter.

1. Organise parent election using SNMAT parent governor election pack (available in 
GovernorHub).

3. Send paperwork of successful applicant(s) to G.O
2. Complete SNMAT application and eligibility paperwork.

3. Send completed paperwork (electronically) to chair of        governors.
1. Send SNMAT application 
paperwork to applicant.

6. Circulate application paperwork around SNMAT Directors 
(for appointment)

7. Update GovernorHub.
8. Inform Governor Services.
9. Inform BM’s of appointments.
10. Send out appointment letter.

4. Complete PART A of the   application paperwork.
5.  Send completed paperwork to G.O.
3. SNMAT Governor Appointment (and reappointment) Process
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Diocesan Governor Nominations. Flow chart. June 2020.pub
Diocesan
Governor
Nominations
Applicant(s)
Chair of Governors
MAT Governance Officers
Clerk to the LGB
Ex-officio Governors
Diocesan Governance
Officer (D.G.O)
1. Notify DGO of any new     applicants or existing Diocesan    governors wishing to be        reappointed.
3. Complete the Diocesan      application and eligibility      paperwork.

4. Send application paperwork (electronically) to chair of        governors.
2. Send Diocesan application
paperwork to applicant.

7. Progress DBE/Ex-officio    nomination  or note PCC           nomination on DBE papers

8. Send confirmation of Diocesan  nomination to Church MAT and CC. Governor Services.

5. Complete PART B of the       application paperwork .  Ask ex-officio governor to indicate their support by signing the paperwork.
6. DBE or Ex-OFFICIO nomination—Send paperwork to DGO.
PCC nomination—send paperwork to PCC, ask them to send paperwork onto DGO, once they have made their decision.
1. Diocesan Governor Nomination Process applies to all church academies in:- 
	Archway Learning Trust (ALT)
	ASPIRE
	TRANSFORM
	SNMAT (please refer to separate sheet)
Church nominating bodies are the Diocesan Board of Education (DBE), Parochial Church Councils (PCC), the Archdeacons of Nottm and     Newark (ex-officio governors)
Contact Details for the Diocesan Governance Officer:   alison.jacobson@southwell.anglican.org or tel:  01636  817230
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