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Southwell & Nottingham DAC 
Quinquennial Inspections
The Quinquennial Report (QIR) is one of the key documents which assists the Parochial Church Council (PCC) in the care and repair of a church building, for which it is legally responsible. It gives an overview of the repair needs of the building, and lists the repairs required according to their priority. Under the provisions of the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and Care of Churches Measure 2018, as amended by the Church of England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 2019, all parish churches in the Diocese, and buildings licensed for public worship, must be inspected at least once in any five-year period. 
· The Archdeacon can use the powers conferred by Sections 47 and 48 of the Measure to arrange for an inspection where one has not been carried out and for the inspection to cover extra matters of interest beyond the fabric if necessary.
· A digital copy of each QIR should come to the DAC Secretary to keep on record and this is also passed on to the Archdeacons for their records.
· The appointment of a Quinquennial Inspector is made by each PCC, and is always of an 
individual, not a firm. The DAC will be able to give advice on this, and will maintain a register of Inspectors currently working in the diocese. Professionals may be considered for appointment whether or not they are on the register. PCCs must seek the advice of the DAC.
· When appointing a new Quinquennial Inspector PCCs should interview at least three candidates through a formal competitive appointment process.
· Before the inspection, it is useful for the PCC to have thought about the following issues:
· Agree the fee with the Quinquennial Inspector
· Agree any special access arrangements, including suitably secured and protected ladders for inspecting safely accessible roofs
· Access to roofs for the inspection also gives a good opportunity for the gutters to 
be cleaned, but do not expect your Inspector to do this
· Keys should be readily available for all parts of the building normally kept locked.
· Bells should be down on the day of the inspection. The ringers should be asked to 
report on any problems with the ring






· Keep your Inspector up to date with any initiatives in relation to energy saving
and other environmental issues.
· It is sensible for the following reports or tests to be done before the Quinquennial Inspector's inspection, so the results can be included in the main report. All such reports should be provided in advance of the visit by the PCC to the Inspector:
· all recent written test reports on asbestos and the heating, electrical, fire 
                                protection and lightning systems
· arboricultural and ecological reports (eg, bats or other protected or rare species)
· the Church Log Book and Inventory
· Energy Audit, Eco Church Survey, or other environmental report, if applicable


The QI Report
The Quinquennial Inspection Report shall include:
 reference to previous Quinquennial Inspection reports, which are deemed to form 
part of subsequent reports, these to be provided by the PCC to the Inspector
 photographs of the exterior and the interior of the building (at least one looking 
east, one looking west), and illustrating particular areas of concern, marked up as 
appropriate
 a simple plan of the building, annotated and cross-referenced with photographs 
as necessary

The survey carried out by your Quinquennial Inspector will cover:
· any necessary repair of the building 
· maintenance deficits and maintenance plans
· safety of the structure and floors
· access issues 
· environmental sustainability (eg lighting, heating, rainwater goods, suitability for 
renewables, opportunities to reduce heat loss through steps such as draught proofing and         insulation)
· trees in the churchyard if they are protected by a Tree Preservation Order, in a
· Conservation Area, or on the Gazetteer of ancient, veteran and notable trees; or
           any tree impacting on the building
· ruined structures in the churchyard






· moveable items of high value or significance (which may be identified in the 
Statement of Significance and/or by the Archdeacon)
· the risk of impact of a changing climate on flood-risk, rainwater goods, and 
           stonework.

The inspector should use their professional judgement in bringing other matters of concern to the attention of the PCC, for example if the safety of boilers and heated water systems (ie Legionnaires disease) has been guaranteed by regular checks, paths, public rights of way, utilities, serious issues concerning the boundary walls, lych-gates and other structures within the curtilage, and monuments.

The report will be read and needs to be understood by people without technical knowledge, so the analysis and language should be as accessible as possible. The report should be logically structured and cover the aspects described above. Photographs and plans can either be included within the text.

In the context of the General Synod motion of February 2020, recognising the climate Emergency and to help achieve “net zero” by 2030, the inspector should use their professional judgement to highlight ways to reduce the energy used in running the church building. This may be by repairing/improving the fabric, by changing the church heating & lighting systems, or by generating electricity through renewables.

Actions:
Where action is needed, the report gives this on a scale from 1 to 5 according to the urgency of the repair: 
1 - Urgent, requiring immediate attention 
2 - Requires attention within 12 months 
3 - Requires attention within the next 12 - 24 months 
4 - Requires attention within the quinquennial period 
5 - A desirable improvement with no timescale

[bookmark: _GoBack]The report is neither a specification for works nor a costing, although it should give an estimate of likely costs. The implementation of all items within the report will require a faculty, except those that are identified in the report as items of routine maintenance (including repairs)which may fall under Lists A or B.

Guidance extracted from the CBC Guidance Note: Commissioning Quinquennial Inspection Reports; 2020




References, Further Information & Contacts:

Churchcare Guidance Note: Commissioning Quinquennial Inspection Reports; CBC 2020

Sustainability and Net Zero Carbon Best Practice Note: Quinquennial Inspection Reports
CBC & EASA, 2021

Checklist for QI Reports, Southwell & Nottingham Diocese; adapted from other sources

Southwell & Nottingham Diocesan Scheme for the Quinquennial Inspection of Churches:
As approved by Diocesan Synod 10 October 2020

DAC Approved Architects & Surveyors List; updated 2022

DAC Secretary: Jonathan Pickett 01636 817210  jonathan.pickett@southwell.anglican.org 

DAC Chair:  Revd Bronwen Gamble  brongamble@hotmail.com 

Archdeacons Office: 01636 817206
Jo Padmore  archdeaconspa@southwell.anglican.org 
Archdeacon of Nottingham: The Venerable Phil Williams archd-nottm@southwell.anglican.org 
Archdeacon of Newark: The Venerable Victoria Ramsey archd-newark@southwell.anglican.org 
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