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Service of Confirmation


with
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The Rt Revd Paul Williams/ The Rt Revd Dr Andy Emerton   
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A very warm welcome to all the candidates and their supporters on this very special occasion. 

The decision to make a public commitment to Christ is an important moment in the life of a believer. It often comes after a spiritual journey of many months or years and signifies the intention to go on living a life of responsible and committed Christian discipleship within the Church community. Through prayer and the laying on of hands by the Bishop, the Church asks God today to give these candidates the power of the Holy Spirit, so that they can live as followers of Jesus Christ and witnesses to God’s love.

Please pray for our candidates this evening: 

Name of Church
List candidates’ names
Sponsoring minister: The Revd [Name]

Name of Church
List candidates’ names
Sponsoring minister: The Revd [Name]





Welcome 
Led by Rev XX [normally incumbent or Area Dean].


Opening Songs:  
Print out songs (possible to include block of worship here).

The Bishop greets the people. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

There is one body and one spirit.
There is one hope to which we were called;

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all.

Peace be with you
and also with you.

The Bishop introduces the service.

The Collect 

The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer.

Heavenly Father,
by the power of your Holy Spirit
you give to your faithful people new life
in the water of baptism.
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,
that we who are born again
may serve you in faith and love,
and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
now and for ever. 
Amen.

Reading(s)
Read by XX

[Include reading]

[bookmark: _Hlk166235498]This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Sermon		[Title, Name of preacher] 


Songs:  		
Name of Songs
	 
Liturgy of Initiation

The Bishop asks the candidates.

Have you been baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?
I have.

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?
I am.


We hear some testimonies. 


The Bishop addresses the whole congregation.

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in Christ?
    With the help of God, we will.

The Decision

A large candle is lit and the candidates stand by their seats.
The Bishop addresses the candidates.
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask:
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.

May God who has given you the desire to follow Christ give you strength to continue in the Way. Amen.


(If moving to the font)
Song  
[Name, specific verses, (to be concluded below)]

During this song, the bishop, together with the candidates, moves to gather around the font. 

Profession of Faith

The Bishop addresses the congregation.

Let us affirm, together with these who are being baptized, our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
     I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
	I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
	I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
	This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The candidates sign themselves with the sign of the cross.
The Bishop says

Almighty God,
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
with all who have been baptised into your name.
Keep us faithful to our baptism,
and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Song 
[Name, specific verses]
as the Bishop and the candidates gather at the place of confirmation.


Confirmation 
The Bishop stands before the candidates, and says

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who has made heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says

Almighty and ever-living God,
you have given these your servants new birth
in baptism by water and the Spirit,
and have forgiven them all their sins.
Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;
the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;
the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;
and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord. 
Amen.

The Bishop addresses each candidate by name.

N, God has called you by name and made you his own.

He then lays his hand on the head of each, saying

Confirm, O Lord, your servant N with your Holy Spirit.
Amen

The Bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those who have been confirmed

Defend, O Lord, these your servants 
with your heavenly grace,
that they may continue yours for ever,
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more
until they come to your everlasting kingdom.  
Amen.



The Peace

The Bishop introduces the Peace

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge
Of what is to come, has given us the Spirit to dwell 
in our hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  


Prayers led by [name]

The Lord’s Prayer:

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Commission

All stand as the Bishop addresses the newly confirmed along with the whole congregation

Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil,
and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
by prayer for the world and its leaders,
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
	Amen.


Hymn:  [Name] 
During which the newly confirmed form a semi-circle at the front and receive a candle lit from the large candle  


Giving of a Lighted Candle 

The Bishop says
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and has given us a place with the saints in light.
You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
    Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father. 

The Blessing 
The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

The Bishop leads the newly confirmed out through the church.

Everyone is warmly invited to join us for refreshments after the service. 

Thank you for being with us.

______________________________________


Donations in support of the Bishop’s Confirmation Appeal 2026 for Youth & Children’s Ministry can be made using the available envelopes or the QR Code below:
[image: C:\Users\rev_b\OneDrive\Pictures\thumbnail_Confirmation Appeal for Youth and Childrens Ministry QR Code November 2023.png]










Some material included in this service is copyright: ©1985 Anglican Church of Canada: The Book of Alternative Services Profession of Faith: ©1988 English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC) Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
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